SABER NEWS & NOTES
Friday, October 29, 2021

Dear MCC Families,
As we wrap up October and look forward to November, it is a great time to reflect and to
practice gratitude. There are so many things in our school community that we are blessed with,
and each individual should look at what that “thing” is for them and share their gratitude
throughout this next month. But before we dive into a month of gratitude, honoring our Saints and
remembering our loved ones, Halloween approaches. Why do we celebrate this pagan holiday full
of goblins, gremlins and ghosts? What is the meaning and how does it fit into our Catholic values?
Theories of its origins range far and wide. Some say it began with the Christian observance
of All Souls and All Saints Day, a time of year dedicated to honoring the dead. Others say it comes
from the ancient pagan Celtic festival of Samhain, which is celebrated on October 31 and marks
the end of the year’s so-called “bright half” and the beginning of the colder “dark months” of
winter. Celtic legends hold that tombs would magically open during the festival and from them
would emerge spirits.
Halloween has evolved into an event that is in a category by itself. As Catholics what should
we think? Growing up, my Grandma always maintained a sense of wariness towards Halloween,
cautiously allowing her Catholic raised Grandchildren the fun of participating, while she shared in
our fun also. We carved pumpkins, candied apples, made caramel corn and decorated with silly
items as we got ready to fill our pillow cases with candy – but the difference was simple – she
never lost sight of her Catholic values and always made sure we lived those values daily. She
made Halloween a family tradition of togetherness, snacks, and fun that continues in our homes
today. As your family celebrates traditions or creates new traditions this year, may God bless you.
As we move into November on Monday, our students and staff will share a very special
mass on All Saints Day and a remembrance rosary on All Souls Day in memory of our loved ones
we have lost. As we continue to pray for our school community, we ask that you join us in prayer
and in thanksgiving for all that we have been blessed with at MCC.
Blessings,
Mrs. Grinn, Principal

October 25-29, Virtue of the Week was PATIENCE
Luke 21: 17-19 “And you shall be hated by all men for my name's sake. But a hair of your
head shall not perish. In your patience you shall possess your souls.”

HARVEST HELP NEEDED
Parents: Set up for our annual Harvest fundraiser starts Friday, Oct. 29th. All parents of
students in grades K-12 are expected and required to contribute at least 6 hours to this
event. To sign up to help with this major event please visit the link or call Ellen Kosmowski
at 231-884-1249.
All Juniors and Seniors are also expected to serve at Harvest Fling as well. Students
received an email earlier this week with instructions on how to sign up and spots that are
still available. Students who do not sign up by Monday, November 1 will have jobs assigned
to them. They may also sign up at the Sign Up Genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48A8AA22A1FDC61-haverst

Invitation to Join the Robotics Team
Are you in 3rd, 4th, 5th, or 6th, 7th, 8th grade, and interested in joining the Robotics Team?
Here is what you need to do:
*Find another teammate, one that will work hard with you (doesn’t need to be your best
friend, find someone that has the drive to be successful and determined to try again)
**3rd, 4th, 5th Elementary team(students may move up to MS)
**6th, 7th, 8th Middle School team(students may NOT move down to Elementary)
*Ask an adult to be your team-leader/support ( I will be there to help guide you every step)
*Once you have 2 students and 1 adult committed to a team, see Mrs. Cameron and get the
official form to register or print the one included in this week’s Saber News and Notes.
Practices are scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays. Times to be announced (will depend
on the lead adult's availability). In-Person Competitions are USUALLY held on Saturdays
and are an all-day event. There may be opportunities for online competitions.
Here's a peek at this year's game: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je_LJcpxtik
Build Instructions provided by VEX IQ to make FLING (this year's Hero Bot):
https://www.vexrobotics.com/iq/downloads/build-instructions
For more information, feel free to ask any student member or Mrs. Cameron. Deadline to
sign up is November 3!

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, November 11 3:00-6:00pm and
Friday, November 12 12:00-3:00pm. Parents of students in grades K-5 should look for
communication directly from their student’s teacher to set up appointment times. Parents
of students in grades 6-12 are welcome to come to the school in an open-house style
during either conference sessions. 6-12 teachers will be in their classrooms and available
to meet with you. If you are unable to come in during these two sessions and would like a
conference with your student’s teacher(s), please contact them directly to set up an
in-person or over the phone conference that works for you and the teacher. Mrs.
Henderson will also be available to talk with any parents (Room 117). We look forward to
meeting with you!

Quarter 1 Ends on Friday, November 5
This week, most students in grades 9-12 met with Academic Counselor, Mrs. Henderson to
meet one-on-one about their current grades, SMART goals for the year, future plans
(including dual enrollment and college applications), and a general check-in to see how
things are going. RenWeb / FACTS progress reports were reviewed and students were
given encouragement and strategies about what they can do to improve their grades
before the quarter ends on Friday, November 5. It is important that students remember
quarter 1 grades are calculated with quarter 2, and possibly semester exam grades, to
create a semester 1 grade. These semester grades are then posted to their high school
transcript which will later be requested by any colleges or universities they may apply to.
Parents and students are encouraged to check RenWeb / FACTS often and to have
conversations about their learning, future plans, and goals. If you need help logging into
RenWeb / FACTS please do not hesitate to reach out - Mrs. Henderson,
rhenderson@sabers.org Report cards for quarter 2 will be emailed home the following
week.

Prayer
Lord, the virtue of PATIENCE is very important for every aspect of our life. It is very
difficult to be PATIENT, Lord, and we need Your help in order to live it. You were PATIENT
with the soldiers who whipped You, spit on You, nailed You to the Cross. You endured all
that pain for the love of us. May we imitate Your example by enduring the pains, delays,
discomforts and disappointments in life for the love of You.
Thank you, Lord, for this day, this week, this opportunity, this time together.
Strengthen our wills and forge our resolve to be PATIENT as we seek to grow in virtue.
Amen.

Divine Mercy Parish Calendar
Please check the Divine Mercy Parish Calendar often to see important scheduled events.
http://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=catholiccommunityofmanistee
Important Upcoming Events and Reminders
10/30 Elem Girls Basketball at Brethren 9:00am - 2:00pm
10/30 Trunk or Treat 5:30pm - 7:30pm
11/1 All Saints Day Mass 9:00am at St. Joseph’s Church
11/1 Western Michigan University Visit - Virtual 10:45am 11:25am
11/2 Jostens - Orders Due - 10th-12th grades 8:30am - 9:00am
11/2 D/Sgt. Skipski Presentation 10th-12th grades 9:00am
11/2 University of Detroit Mercy Visit - Virtual 10:45am - 11:25am
11/2 Tutoring 3:00-4:00pm
11/3 Baker College Visit - Virtual 10:45am - 11:25am
11/4 University of Detroit Mercy Visit - Virtual 10:45am - 11:25am
11/4 Tutoring 3:00-4:00pm
11/5 Half Day 11:00 am dismissal
11/5 End of Quarter 1
11/6 Elem Girls Basketball away at Pentwater 9:00am - 1:00pm
11/6 HARVEST Fling
11/7 “Fall Back!” Daylight Savings Time - set your clocks back 1 hour

